High efficiency synthesis of F-18 fluoromethyl ethers: an attractive alternative for C-11 methyl groups in positron emission tomography radiopharmaceuticals.
A rapid and efficient method for the synthesis of O-fluoromethyl aliphatic and aromatic ethers is presented. This method is so mild that it can be used for the preparation of positron emission tomography (PET) radiopharmaceuticals bearing O-[(18)F]fluoromethyl groups.